-On    the    Convention    Bill,    in 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  trust  that  I  enter  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Bill  now  before  the  Committee,  -with  a  due 
appreciation  of  the  circumstances  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded, and  properly  impressed  with  the  importance 
which  should  be  attached  to  the  question  now  under 
consideration. 

After  listening  to  the  able  and  eloquent  speeches  of 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  this  question,  it  is  with  great 
diffidence — inexperience!  as  I  am  in  Legislation — that 
I  i.ndertake  to  express  the  opinions  which  I,  and  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  who  hare  honored  me  with 
a  seat  in  this  body,  entertain  upon  the  momentous 
questions,  which  are  now  agitating  the  people  of  this 
great  Nation.  No  love  of  display — -no  impulse  of  am- 
bition nor  of  vanity — nothing  but  the  true,  faithful  and 
abiding  love  for  my  country,  and  a  sense  of  the  duty 
which  I  owe  to  the  patriotic  and  generous  constituency 
which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  upon  this 
floor,  could  influence  or  induce  me  to  participate.nl  this 
debate.  But  when  I  remember  our  glorious  past  expe- 
rience and  see  the  troubles  and  dangers  whirh  over- 
shadow and  encompass  our  present — and  look  forth 
into  our  shadowy  luture,  with  so  few  rays  of  hope  to 
cheer,  I  cannot  sit  silently  by  and  see  our  "old  ship  of 
State"  precipitated  upon  'he  breakers  without  raising 
my  voice  to  prevent  it,  and  ward  her  off. 

The  Bill  before  the  Committee  proposes  the  calling  of 
a  Convention  of  the  people,  to  consult  concerning  our 
relations  with  the  Federal  Government — a  question 
which  is  new  to  me,  and  I  presume,  equally  new  to 
every  American  citizen.     This  is  the  eighty-fifth   year 
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to  the  secession  movement  in  the  Cotton  States,  and  in- 
duce the  Border  States  to  believe  that  we  are  deserting 
them,  and  cause  them  to  take  steps  to  follow  us  in  se- 
cession. 

We  are  told  that  a  convention  must  be  called,  because 
the  South  has  been  wronged  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment— that  our  slave  property  has  been  depreciated, 
that  a  sectional  President  has  been  elected;  represent- 
ing a  party,  whose  principles  are  hostile  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  South.  That  laws  have  been  pass- 
ed in  nine  of  the  States  in  the  North, prejudicial  to  slav- 
ery and  in  direct  opposition  to  and  nullification  of  the 
letter-  and  spirit.of  our  Constitution..  I  do  not  stand 
hereto  deny,  or  justify  or  palliate  these  things,  howev- 
er disgraceful  I"  deem  the  truth  to  te,  to  our  Nation; 
but  I  intend  to  discuss  this  question  fairly,  calmly,  and 
impassionately.  I  shall  be  open  to  conviction,  and  if 
convinced  that  I  am  wrong;  I  shall  most  cheerfully  con- 
cede; but  at  the  same  time,  I  trust  that  I  am  speaking 
to  gentlemen,  who  are,  alike  open  to  conviction — who 
have  not  come  here  with  opinions  formed,  and  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  them  in  spite  of  conviction,  of  rea- 
son,' and  of  the  best  interests  of  our   common  country. 

I  admit  that  some  of  our  slaves  have  been  spirited 
away — that  abolition  emissaries  have  been  in  our 
midst,  endeavoring  to  corrupt  and  incite  to  insurrec- 
tion, the  slaves  in  our  midst — that  the  facts  set  forth 
before  the  people  in  the  public  prints,  concerning  the 
Brown  raid  in  Virginia,  are  true,  that  nine  of  the  North- 
ern States  have  passed  laws,  nullifying  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  and  refusing  to  recognize  any  right  of  prop- 


of  our   National  Independence,  and  never  before  have  I  erty  in  slaves — that  many  Northern  men,  both  in  Con- 


w;  been  called  upon  to  consult  upon  such  a  question. 
Is  it  not  then,  reasonable,  that  every  enquiring  mind, 
every  American  citizen,  in  times  like  these,  living  un- 
der the  same  Government,  the  same  Constitution  and 
the  same  laws,  as  we  ever  have,  to  ask  the  question 
"why  should  we  consult  together  now  and  act  concern- 
ing our  relations  with  the  Federal  Government."' 

I  am  opposed  to  the  Bill,  because  1  do  not  believe 
that  the  people  of  this  State  desire  any  Convention  for 
such  a  purpose  as  provided  by  this  Bill.  I  am  oppos- 
ed to  it,  because  it  does  not  provide  for  the  submission 
of  the  question  "Convention''  or  "no  Conceniion,"  to  the 
people,  nor  for  a  ratification  by  the  people,  of  the  acts 
of  such  Convention.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Gentleman  from  Wayne  [Mr.  Dortch] 
because  it  does  not  accomplish — in  my  opinion — the 
object  for  which,  I  presume  it  was  offered,  to  wit :  a 
ratification  by  the  people,  of  the  acts  of  the  Conven- 
tion. It  provides  that  those  acts  may  be  ratified,  and  I 
conceive  that  the  word  may,  amounts  to  nothing  in  this 
case.  If  it  was  the  bona  fide  intention  of  the  gentle- 
man, to  have  the  acts  of  such  Convention  ratified  by  the 
people,  he  should  have  used  the  word  "shall"  in  the 
place  of  the  word  "may,"  then  it  would  have  been  a  di- 


gress and  out,  in  conventions  and  public  meetings,  and 
in  the  pulpits,  have  said  and  done  all  in  their  power,  to 
abolish  slavery  and  to  trample  upon  the  rights  of  the 
South;  that  a  Northern  sectional  candidate,  entertain- 
ing the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  has  been 
elected  to  fill  the  chief  office  of  our  Nation;  that  North- 
ern men  have  attempted  to  legislate  slavery  out  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  of  all  the  territories.  I  admit 
that  all  these  acts  have  been  done  by  Northern  States 
and  Northern  men — that  these  acts  were  in  direct  and 
open  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Nation,  at  va- 
riance with  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  South,  and 
sufficient  to  arouse  the  spirit  of  every  Southern  man 
and  of  every  true  patriot.  These  wrongs  cannot  be  de- 
nied, justified,  or  palliated,  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  at- 
tempt it,  even  if  I  had  the  inclination.  Born  and  edu- 
cated under  the  auspices  of  the  institution  of  slavery, 
and  to  believe  in  the  Holy  Bible,  which  sanctions  this 
institution,  I  cannot  here  refrain  from  expressing  my 
indignation  on  account  of  the  wrongs  which  the  high- 
minded  anichivalrous  people  of  the  South,  have  suffer- 
ed in  this  behalf. 

It  is  said  by  the  friends  of  this  Bill,   that  the  people 
must  consult  together  about  these  wrongs,    and  either 


lect  and  peremptory  command,    and   no  action  of  said     determine   to   Bubmit  to    them  or  take  steps  to  redress 


convention  would  have  been  valid,  until  ratified. 

1  am  opposed  to  the  calling  of  a  convention  at  this 
time,  because  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  either  the  right 
or  the  policy  of  secession,  and  believe  that  the  call  of  a 
convention  is  the  move  of  secessionists — those  who  de- 
sire to  destroy,  rather  than  preserve  the  Union,  and  is 
their  next  step  after  arming  the  State,  towards  seces- 
sion. After  hearing  so  many  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor,  declare  that  they  wish  a  convention,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  out  of  the  Union,  and  some,  that  aftei 
they  go,  they  do  not  desire  to  see  the  Union  re  con- 
structed; I  cannot  believe  otherwise  than  that  it  is  a 
move  of  secessionists  to  carry  us  out  of  the  Union,  and 
I  not  being  yet  ready  to  go  or  see  North  Carolina  go 
out,  I,  am  opposed  to  this  Bill;  and  the  only  Bill  I 
could  be  induced  to  vote  for,  would  be  one,  providing 
for  the  people  to  say  first,  whether  or  not  they  desire  a 
convention,  and  likewise  for  the  ratification  of  its  a.ets 
by  them.  I  think  that  the  call  of  a  convention,  would 
send  to  all  the  States  an  opinion  that  we  are  about 
to  pecodc,  .aud  this  UiUe  and  unjustifiable  inference 
drawn  from  the  acts  of  our  State,  a  State  which  has 
been  always  note-!  fur  hnr  deliberate  action  aiv I  hor 
rru  I'tki;  ■-     :■    >    <;»;  I  fear  would  give    m(lchsjicnpt4 


them — and  that  in  order  to  redress  them,  we  must  se- 
cede from  the  Union.  I  believe  that  the  question  of 
slavery  should  be  settled  now  and  settled  forever,  I  be- 
lieve this  can  be  done  in  the  Union  and  under  our  Con- 
stitution. I  do  not  believe  in  the  right  of  secession  and 
consider  that  secession  amounts  to  revolution  It  has  been 
said  upon  this  floor  that  in  this  Union,  there  is  no  final 
arbiter,  to  decide  Constitutional  questions.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  gentlemen  who  made  this  declaration,  is  not 
more  familiar  with  the  Constitution  under  which  we 
have  so  long  and  so  happily  lived,  and  for  his  informa- 
tion I  will  cite  him  to  Art.  3.  Sec.  2,  of  the  same,  which 
reads,  "The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in 
Law  and  Equity,  arising  under  this  Constitution,  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which 
shall  be  made,  under  their' authority; — to  all  cases  af- 
fecting Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers  and  Con- 
suls— to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  juris- 
diction,— to  controversies  to  which  the  United  States 
shall  be  a  party — to  controversies  between  two  or  moro 
States — between  a  State  and  citizens  of  another  State— 
between  citizens  of  different  Status — between  citizens 
of  ih«  eanic  State  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  diflct 
cnt  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  thexitizens  thereof 


ami.fnreigniStnto  citizens  or  subjects,"     Ami  further  lo 
j»  rr.  '■■.   s,.,l .  -J, 'which  is:    '  This    Cunstitui  ion   and    the 

-tfciws  of  tli«  United  Stales  which  shal.  be  made  in  piirsn- 
Swnee  thereof;  unci  all  treaties  made,  or   which  shall    bo 

■"made,  unilcr    Hip    authority  of    the  United  Stales,  shall 

be  the  Supreme  Law  of  the  land;  and  the  judges   in  ev-  ,   origin  of  Ihis  government 
»iery  Stale  shall  be  bound  thereby  anything  in  theCon- 

'istifuiion  or  law-'S'of  any  State  to  the  contrary,  notwi.th- 
;l's  .Mining."     Upo      which,' M'-.  Webster  in  his  eeletMa- 

'•ted  speech  in  reply  lb  Mm  Hayne,of  South  Carolina, 
'■  rttjlnered    in    Congress,    January,    ls::.i.i,.on  the  resolu- 

8  lions  of  .Mr.  Foote,  ctfert  mentis  as  follows:    '-The  people 

•  havewisely  provid'-d -in  the  Constitution  itself,,  a  prop- 
■  cr,  shit:  blc  mode  and  tribunal  for  settling  questions  ot 
I:   Constitutional  Taw.      There  are    in     t.he   Constitution, 


Constitutional  la 

giants  of  powers  1 
I' 


There  are    in    tin 
Congress,  and  restrictions  on  these 
(Brers.      There  are,  also,   prohibitions  on  the  States. — 
Wine  •authority,  therefore,  must  necessarily  exist,  hav-.-j 
1     /ii!?  the  uliiniate  jurisdiction  to  lix  and  ascertain  thein    , 
'terprctation     of     these  [rants,    Trstrictiens      yrohibi-  j 
lions.     The  Constitution  has  itself  pointed  out,  ordain- 1 
1  cd  and  established  that  authority.     How  has  it  accom-  i 
plished    tins    gnat    and  cs-entialend  ?      By  declaring,  J 
sir,   ihat.    "the'  Constitution  and   the'iawsof  the  United  I 
'    States,  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall-he  the  supreme..- 
law  ol  the  land;  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  ol  J 
any  State  to  [he  contrary  notwithstanding."     This,  sir,  ! 
was  the  first  grout  step."     By  this;  the  .supremacy  of  the  ; 
t'oiisti'iition    and  laws  of  the  United  States  is  declared,  j 
The    people    so   will    it.     N!r)    State    law  is.  to  be  valid  j 
which  comes  in  conflict  with    the   Constitution  or  any  ) 
l»W    of   the  United  States  passed  in  pursuance  oi.it.-^rW 
•     But  who  shall  decide,  this  question  ot  icteiference'.'    To  ■' 
whom  lies  the  last  appeal'.'     This,  sir,  the  Constitution 
itself,  decides  illiici    by  declaring  "tint  the  judicial  pow- 
'■'  ■  er  shall  extend  to  all  case's  arising  under  theConsiiiu-  i 
lino  ami  laws  if  the  United   States."      These'   two  pro-  ; 
visionscover  the  whole  ground.      They  are  in  truth,  the 


Key'stone  of  the  arch.    "With  Ihese  it  is  a  Constitution; 
Without    them    it    is    a'Coufedor  icy.      In  pursuance  ot  j 

'  these  clear  and  expiess  provisions,  Congress  establisn-  j 
cd.  at  i's  very  first  scission,  in  the  judicial  act,  a  mode 
for  carrying  t.h  em  into  full  eft'eot,  and  for  bringing  all  , 
question's  of  Con-titniional  power,  to  the  final  decision- 
of  the  Supremo  Court.''  (In  pursuance  of  this- author-  , 
i'y,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  the  famous  Dred  Scott  i 
case.  Which  settled  -hd  Fugitive  Slave  Uaw  1     -'It   then  \ 

>  "became  a  government.     It  then  hail  the  means  of   self-  i 
protection;  and  hut  for  this,  it  would,  in  all  probability,  i 
have  been  among  the  things  which   are  past.     Having 
'constituted   the    government   and  declared  its  powers, 

'  "ihe  people  have  further  said,  that  3iuce  somebouy  must  j 
decide  on  the  ekrenf  of  these  powers,-  the  government 
shall  itse'f  decide,  subject  ah  ays,   like   other  popular 
government*.  In  its  responsibility  to  the  people. '_ 

It.is  said  by  some  that  it  is    constitutional:  to.  inter* 
nipt  I  he  adinitTi'drati'i.ti  of  the  Constitution  ikelf  in  the 

;',' hands  of  tin. v.;. who  r.re  chosen  and  sworn  to  admin-, 
bier  it,  by  the  direct  interference,'  of  the  States  in  vir- 
'tuc  of  ihe'ir  sovereign  capacity.  To  this  I  reply  in  the 
.language  of  Mr.  JeTO'ster!  "The  inherent  right  in  the 
people/to  re'fcrftn  (Her  government,!  do  not  deny;  and 
they'  have 'another  ri-jhtj  andthat  is,    to    resist  uncon- 

'  siitufioiv.1  laivs,  wii  ho  lit  overturning  the  government. 
The  great,  rprestion  is,  whose  prerogative  ii  it  'to  decide  on 
ike  ''nnsfilutibnitlil'i/rjr  ilievvcopslitittionality  of  the  ldw3# 
"On  that,  the  main  debate  hinges.  The  proposition  that, 
in  case  of  a  supposed  violation  of  the  Constitution  by 
'Congress,  the  Stares  have  ii  Constitutional  right  to  in- 
terfere and  annul  the-  laws  of  Congress,  is  the  propesi- 

'   I  ion. of  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Haytte]  I  do  not  admit  it. 

H'lhegimtlomiu  ha  1  intended,  no  more  than   ito    assort 

tlie  right  ol  revolution,  for  justifiable:  cauise,    ho  would 

have  said  only,  What  all  agree  to.     Hut   I  cannot   con- 

'c.rivo  ihat  there  pith  bo  a/«lit]dle  course,  between  submis- 

-'  'dim  Itrrfta  ll.v.'s.  whieh  regularly  pronounced  Constitu- 

which   is 


fion,  arm  m  conrnrmify  with  it.,  tnorc  is  tiny  mode  ill 
which  a  Stale  government, .  as  a.  member  ol  the  Union, 
can  interfere  and  slop  [lit-  progress  of  ihe  general  gov- 
ernment by  force  of  her  im  n  laws,  ur:der  any  circum- 
stances whatever.  This  leads  us  to  inquire  into  the 
he  source  ot  its  power. .  . 
Whose  agent  is  it?  iBit.tbe  creature' of. the  State  leg- 
islatures, or  the  '  creature  of  the  people?  If  tie  gov- 
ernment of  the. United. States,  be  the  agent  of  the  State 
gover_ments  then  they. may  control  it,  provided  they 
can  agree  in  the,  manner  of  controlling  it;  it  it  be  the 
agent  of  ,;t.hn  people,  then  the  people  alone  can  control 
'.it,  .restrain,  ity  modify,  or  reform, it.  it  is  observable 
■  enough  that  the  doctrine  for  which,  the  honorable  gen- 
til  email  contend^,  leads  him  to  (he  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing, not  only  that  this  general,  government  is,fhe  crea- 
ture, of  the. States,  but  that  it.  is  the  creature  of  each  of 
the  State,  severally;. so  that  each'.may  assert  the  power 
for  itself,  of,  determining  whether  it  acts  within  the  lim- 
its of, its, authority]..  Xt  is  the  servant  of  four  and  twen- 
ty-masters,,  of  djtx'erent  wills  and  different  purposes!  and 
yet.-bo.und  to  obey, all.  ■  This  absurdity  .(for  it  seems  no 
less)  arises  from,  a  (misconception  astn  the  origin  of  this 
government  and  its  tun  charncter.  It  is.  lite  people's 
Constitution,  the  people's  government;  madeforthe  pen- 
pje;  niaiU.'  by  the  people;  and  answerable  to  the  people. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  have  declared  that  this 
Constitution  shall  be  the  Supreme  law:  We  must  ei- 
ther admit  the  proposition,  or  dispute  their  authority.  J 
The  States  arc, ,  unquestionably,  sovereign,  so  far  ul 
their  sovereignly  is  not  affected  bv  this  Supreme  law.  ( 
Hut  the,  State  legislatures  as  political  bodies,  however 
sovereign,  are  yet,  not  sovereign  over  the  people.  So 
far  as  the  people  have  given  power  to  the  general  gov-'  ] 
crniiunt,  ,so  far  the  grant  is  unqn"stionably  good,  and  j 
■the-  government,  holds  pf  the  people,  and  npt  of  Ihe  State  a 
s'oponinierits.  We  are,  all  agents  ol  the  same  Supremo 
power,  the  people."' 

So  far  as  the  people  have  restrained  State  sovereign-  j 
ty  by  the  expression  of  Lheir  will,  in  the  Constitution^ 
o'fthe  United  S|ates,-sp,faXj  ii-nmst  be  admitted,  State  | 
soiereignty  is  effectually  controlled,  f  do  not  contend  ( 
that  it  is  or  ought  to  he  controlled  farther. 

If  the  above,  reasoning  be  correct  and  be  founded  up- 
on true  premises,  then  a  State  has  no  Constitutional  ] 
right  to  nullify  or  oppose  the  Constitution — to  secede 
from  the  Union,  and  such  act  on  the  part  of  any  Statu 
is, Revolution,,  an  inherent,  inalienable,  but  not  a'Con- 
stitulionalri^ht-  '■        .  ,       ^ 

And  againj  If  the  above  reasoning  be  correct,  then  as 
the  Constitution  Ait  i.  Sec  8.  gives  to  Congress  power 
f'tolay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,. imports  and  excises, 
to  pay  fhc  debts  and  provide  foi-  the  common  defence, 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  State;;  '  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  .any  State  to  oppose  this  power,  would  bo 
■an. insurrection,  within  the  meaning   of  the  Constittt 


v.'.-1  kt.irJii'.rtV  Mi'1-' hb-'MiB  Handy  and  trp-eu  resi  stance, 
'.S'V^ieVMWfio^'or  iebellioli,  on  tiro  other-;    -I  say,  , the  right  r,elei 
-''''  '  cVi   aUtiS'fc'fo  Urtntilala 

-  •;;M"tirilsr+>!if"?in"rhe'  gfe 


w>  of  Congress,   canHot  be  main. 

rrnd-  ot'th*  uBalienable-right.of 

Stonr'tiiStis  to  sity,  upoa-th«,.grour,il 


ia-rVfo'  regi.-t'bppre 

r'vi'Uli.Ni.  -r:  T  hd thit'<hnt there  tsan, u-ltrnrate.'violeia! 
ConsliftftTon.  ati4  in  de-ttance  of.it,, 
oiled    io,^vl»cu»a#revolutiou  is  lo  . 


rem 

ivhi 

Ki-l-li 


h 


in  ay 


Ihe 
res 


j',,-,1.    'Hoi    !   ,(,i  in.  i     dinit.  ihat  under  ihe  Const 


tion  (for  Icpnceive  an  insurrection  to  be  a  wort  deriv, 
ed  from  .the  latin  verb  "Insurgo'',"to  rise  up''  and   al 
though  it  has  of  late  in  the  Southern  State's,  been'  gen 
erally  appl'ei  o  the  rising  up  of  slavea'against  masters, 
yet-nofueh  ilistinclion, existed,  when  the   Constitution 
was  framed  ami  adopted  )     And  the  Constitution   ArU 
I.  Sect;  8,  clause  l-'\  gives  to  Congress  the    power    "trf 
providefor  calling  forth  lire  militia  to  execute  the  lay* 
of  the  Union, .suppress insurrection  and  repel  invasion.' J 
And.these  powers  if,  exercised,  certainly  do,  in  my  hum- 
ble  judsiaent,  arnonnt   to  coercion.      Hence,  either  th»; 
genUeiman  from  Ne-v   Hanover  [Mr.  Person]  who  de] 
elalies  that   (he  Constitution  does  not  give  the  Gener  ' 
fiovernment  the  power.of  coercing  a. State,  is  mistake 
or  1  havi  notdravvn  cotrcct infeicnces  front, those  par 
of  the  Cmsiitniion  above  cited.     I-  am  willing  that  in 
j  fellow-ciuiens — !b,e, people  who  made  the  Cohsllmtioi 
|.  shall  interpret  the,  meaning  of  this    their   creature,  fo 
u,-,  if  1  am,  wrong  it,  is  an  honest- mistake. 

Again,  if  ihe  people  have  created  Ihe  office  of  Pre 
dent  and  have  prescribed  the  manner  and   form  for  1 
and 'V  President  be  elected  pursuatt    tijere 
i.ifi  he,   the  legal,  .Constitutional  President  of 
-lie   ami   no   S'ialo  Aor    Sl'ates,'  Jras  a  Coustitutio: 
. :    '.,t  Lo  .saythat.they  will  not  have  sucha  man'to  ru>5 
i:\u-  them,,. or  .U)  prevent  Irs  inauguration.     _. 
attempt,  to  .(  x..ij:i:  c  snrh.righ.t,'  iha^acf  is   rcvMul 
ary,  and  thaC without  Jus'  cause. 

Then    if  Mr..  Lincoln  has   been   regular! 


T       LI.,Ui"  I'""! 

1    A 

,  ■  ■  i 


f :   mre  with  (It  j  Constitution,  he  is  the  I  iw in],  t'ou- 
■  ..       President  ul    .l.e  United  tautes-tor  tlie  nSxt 

;.jur  ;•...:.:.';    j  _  f  .  ■   \-  .  is  iiie  pSia- 

cipies  of  J..;-.  ;  1 1;  i  -  w  ■  i  u  ;  i  ■  i ■  ■■  ■  .1  '■  »  ■  ••'-  Vy 
i^ct  ■      - .  :  ■  ;  . .    ■  ■   -  ■    : 

lur  ievu;t.ii.  -  1  ...  ."e  -it  lot  f  thill  bis  j  i  . . 
Utically,  are  anit&g'onistrc  to  theConsli  ution  o:the  Un- 
ion, an!  to  the  interests  of  the  &oi.th.  This  is  true, 
and  without  any  mteutinii  to  justify  lust  principles  or 
iiim,  if  be  attempts,  as  President,  to  es:ty  Any  one  of 
therniuto  effect;  I  answer,  that  the  Constitution  recog- 
nizes no  party,  'neither  the  political  creed  of  any  party 
nor  of  any  man;  and  it  is  said,  andiias  until  lately,  been 
believed,  that  in  our  country,  every  man  has  a  right  to 
entertain  any  opinion  he  may  please;  but  no  matter 
■what  opinions,  personally  or  politically,  Mr.  Lincoln 
may  entertain;  if  he  discharges  the  duties  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  Constitution,  impartially  and  in  go'od  faith, 
to  all  parties  end  to  all  sections,  then  lie  shall  have  done 
all  that  any  party  oi  any  section,  can  reasonably  require 
of  him.  If  he  does  not,  then  Congress  should  impeach 
him,  and  if  Congress  should  refuse  so  to  do;  then  the 
people  should  do  theii  own  'work  in  their  own  way. — 
But  not  until  then,  for  then  and  not  before^  will  we 
have  exhausted  all  Constitutional  attempts,  and  1  con-  j 
eeive  that'ievolutionis  not  juttifiabie  in  thesightof 
God,  of  man,  or  ol  Nations,  until  this  is  done,  "'he  gen- 
tleman from  Granville,  [Mr.  Bullock]  asks  me-  if  1  be-  ' 
licve  that  Lincoln  will  carry  out  the  Constitution  in  good 
faith  '!  I  answer  that  I  believe  all  men  are  actuated 
by  motives  of  interest  if  not  of  honesty — that  Lincoln 
has  now  reached  the  highest  position  in  me  gift  of  this 
mighty  Nation — that  he  now  can- have  no  ambition  to 
gratify,  no  interest  to  advance,  save  to  do  his  duty  and 
to  deserve  the  prai.-e  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  if  lie  shall  he  actuated  by  such  interest  and 
and  cherishes  one  spark  ol  patriotism,  he  will  throw  off 
party  shackels,  and  m  this  dread  Crisis,  will  stand  forth 
as  a  watchman  upon  the  tower  of  our  liberties,  pour  oil 
upon  the  troubled  waters,  and  exclaim,  "Peace,  be 
still."  But  whether  he  will  or  will  not  be  actuated  by 
this  interest,  andin  this -way,  I,  not  having  an  acquain-  : 
tauce  with  him,  cannot  decide. 

Again,  upon  the  '  subject  of  this  election,  I  remark, 
that  if  we  now,  have  a  right  to  resist  Lincoln's  inaugur- 
ation, tiien  by  the  same  reasoning,  it  niustbe  admitted 
that  the  Republicans,  fout  years  sincy,  had  the  same 
light  to  resist  the  inauguration  or  Mi-.  Buchanan,  for 
he  was  elected  over  Fremont,  by  a  patty  entertaining 
different  views  upon  slavery,  from  theirs,  he  himself  en- 
tertaining ihe  Same.  And  so,  every  defeated -party 
must  be  admitted  to  have  had,  heretofore-,  and  to  have 
hereafter,  the  right  of  opposing  the  authority  of  the 
dominant  part}'.  If  that  Vcie  true,  vt  e  v\  ouid  have  ' 
endless  strife,  and  our  govei.ni.em  wouid  long  since, 
•  have  Ci  uinbicd  into  dust.  Hence  the  mo,  e  .e  reason 
upon  this  question,  the  nf  ore 'dearly  we  see  the  neces- 
sity of  standing  firm  upon  tne  tjunoinutiun,  for  in  it  is 
contained  all  our  iaw  Unu  testm/Ony — enough  to  guar- 
anty all  our  rightsauu  the  leuretsui  all  our  wrongs. 

I  Toe  T-lectiun  of  Lincoln,  even  supposing  it  a  just  fia 

ble  cause  lor  levoluiion,  istneaet  oi'ihe  sovereign  peo- 
ple performed  in  tnc  manner  tuej  na.e  prescribed-  lor 
Ihemselves,  and  if  tUey  ouject  to  it,  a..u  lrvuiiaiouize 
they  thereby  stultify  tuerfiselites,  ccitv.ouibbe  thipeoule 
against  the  people,  wnicii  is  pimply  rbiiculous.-  It  is  said 
Ly  the  gentiemau  from  Rowan  [Mr.  FicmmiMg"]  "thai  the 

p  general  Government;  has  violated  its  compact  with  tne  . 
Stales,  and  that  Mr    Webster  said  tiiat  v, tea  one    par-  i 
ty  to  a  compact  "failed  to  perform  his  jduty,    sucii  fail-  j 
ure  aniouuts  to  a  reiea^e  of  the    other  party    from   said 
coinpncl;''  in  reply  to  the  gentleman,  1  will  iuiorm  him 
that  Mr.  Webster  also  sard "wnen  tile   gentleman    says 
tile  Cunsiuiiiiuu  is  a  compact  b-t.veeii    the    Stats,    lie 
uses  language  exactly  applicable  to  the   oid  eon-fed  era,- 
nun.     lie  speaks  as  if  ke  were  in  Congress  before  17SH. 
lie  de^rrioea  fully  that  oid  state  of  'nm^s  tncu   exist-  . 
ing      Tl.e  confederation'  was,  in  stri«t*ie'ob, ■  a  conipaet;  . 
t  ue   States,  as  btaies.  w'eie  parties  to   it.      Vs  e  -haU    no  ' 
oiUer  ^General  G'Overnmen.    Lot  ibv-a  wa-fcuud  insulti-  ■ 
pieiif  ap/T  inadequate    to    tn-*    pubim    exigei.on's.      'ine 
penjiie  were  hot  c_  r   '  .      an'd  Uiulerlotik  to    es-  . 

lifch  abetter.      '1'tleV    nmiertooli     u,   ioj-tn   a    funeral 
pnvrt  .,,,.i.  ,i  n,  v,     Im-i. iiul     a 


Stales,  bul  a  Con  .  populn  eoveinmcji  I'unn- 
ded  inpopiibir  elcetiuir.  direct l\  re.,pons.'ble  to  the  peo- 
ple liietfl   slsi    .    .-  ul     '•  -  ij|  1    iw)o    I. i  .irea- 

tl    ■    .     :'  -  i.i'  |  -.  -,.    i     ;.   J  j  '•-■  -■■  ibed    di|  '.■  .-.     'Zlffji 

■  .  -.  ,  ,  i-      na 

:  i  il     a,  ;laib.U-j. 

laween  tiij.-,  their  general  gu\  tmment,,  . 
and  thtriE  several  State goveniiiieins.  "When  theyshalf- 
become  dissatisfied,  with  tiiis  distribution,  they  can. air., 
ter  it.  Their  own  power  over  their  own  instrument, :e-, 
mains.  But  until  they  shall  alter  ij,  their  will  anus.;,, 
stand,  and  is  tonally  bmd-.ng  on  I  tie  yenciai  government!, 
and  on  the  States.''  Then  let  the  gentleman  staini., 
condemned  by  his  own  author.  -.   !,..(; 

But  it  is  said  that  tlj  e  Geneial  Government  has  wroug,.; 
ed  the  South  and  is  not  guilWess.  I  ask  how,  whcaif. 
Can  any  one  cite  a  single  instance?  1  have  been  .Up,-. 
tening  to  gentlemen  occupying  tlTis  position,  for  sev^j^., 
al  days,  and  no  one  has  cued  one.  Tt-istrue  they  nave.; 
given  us  the  origin  and  history  of  the  Republican. p;n i ;.  > 
— thsy  tell  us  tha;  Northern  men  have  been  e(fljitf|i.-il 
to  believe  as  conscientiously  Uhat  slavery  is  .a.  moral, 
evil,  and  wrong,  as  we  neiieve  it  is  right — 'hjaiAjBtt! 
preach.against  it,  that  they  send  emissaries  ou^iu.ti^S 
midst,  to  incite  our  slaves  to  in.su:  reetioii,  audi  tyijif^ 
thorn  away  from  us,  that  they  have  made  rai(ls.ju,pDat  «»i 
and  killed  our,  ciiizens,  burned  our  iuimes.  priisoned' 
our  wells,  in  parts  of  the  South,  and  seem  ileternjiued 
that  tbey  will  ruia  us,  or  our  insiituiiou  ot' s^ijjjjjr})* — 
This,  no  one  can  deny;  but  these  acts  have  b^an.,y.o;tf)j» 
niitted  by  private  individuals,  .without  any  knQ',v_hidjjs, 
aid  or  abettanue,.  on  the  jiart  of  the  Federal, .Grayieimj, 
lneiit;  their  crime  cannot.be  shuflied  upon  thei&axdUiJ 
nient.  They  ought  to  have  been  punished,  and  aM  ..ft-iltt 
have  been. caught,  were  punished.  I  am  surs..\Vie,sUfljie 
the  most  stringeut  la.ws  upou  this  subject,  apil,ij  an) 
sure,  the}'  have  been  enforced,  and  can  a^i.dt  (wULJ>if 
again  and  as  .often  as  violated.  But  again;  jt^' bfHflj 
that  Northern  States  hav.e  passed  laws  nuliif'yiiygjltrt 
F.ugitive  blave  Law,  and  in  violation  of  uhe.,l;',T.d»r;ii) 
Constitution.  This  cannot  be  denied,  and  Oiigl,»t(A7-'.t|  t? 
be  iubmitted.  to;  but  this  is  an  olfeiice  coijruiiliij'AJjy 
those  States  against  the  government  and  not  ^f;t.l\0#of,,- 
ernment  against  the  South,  'efoviltrmmi,  w.e,;ak*i  fenced 
to  admii  that  the  Federal  Government  is  guUtl*-'4S,,j^s  *$f 
as  the  passage  of  those  nulliticiuion  laws  istoqucetuijjli 
bu.t  the  President  and  Congress,  which  havvcfiufljifVejd 
these  laws  to  remain  upon  tlio  statute  b  jokp  yjt  U|H7f 
States  is  in  open  violation  of  the  Constjifui,ioi|j Ji^J. 
been  remiss  in  their  duty,  have  not  admiin.isie^-.e^.i^e 
government  as  uiey  wye  cwovntu  do — ajad^yhemTlifty 
have  suifered  these  nnili.iieai.iqu  laws  to  be,.fc^4yicejl  .((> 
prevent  the  execuuon  of  the  Fugitive  Slave; La ^i^jtlift)' 
ever  have,  in  tuat,  ,tney  have  brought  gn.iU.iU|f,y>i|tJj.e 
tieueiai  Governuient,  to  iu<-  detiin.cnt  of:j.h,e,^>.o.utiy,4^- 
But  tiiis,  if  I  mistake  not,  has  never  been  4HU!ii  fAsJ.jf 
so,  if  must  have  been,  uhen  the  peo:.ltA«L, I0<t,ipyjuljj, 
v.-.ere  lepieSenteu  in  the  oiUee  of  Frcaideuti./Hid  Aft  Q.aJi~ 
gress,  by  men  holilivtg  tlie  same  poliucalt  oj.Vj!,ivn*«.-.%^<a 
liiajoiiiy.  nf  them  did^meu  fur  whom  ijn>;,:h.o,d,v,q(ij^, 
ami,  wnom  taey  c^nuoi  rtoiJ  cyHsistentJy..irupe4<jii,<iyi- 
any  lack. or  failiu-«.«f  duty.  L  jw  conid  intf,i:ioluU,j.jbj*ie 
been  inju  ed  by  lue  Genera,  Go.;einmenj,,i;whtiU  ;).thtiie 
time,  weh.i.'e  been  rojMe.....ive-f,  and  liyej  ,g/^>termusnt. 
has  been  administered,  by  men  vvao,  li  Vii.hjuid..  Uh,e,fjai,T^* 
political  priuwi pies  with  a  huge  majority, uf  jije^EjijyjMe 
of  tne  6ouf  n— oy  memboi-s  in  the  N'atitotitrl,  O'e.uiii^at  ic 
parly  .'  And  yel  we  see  the  .iNein'berssol1..tfiU|.p/irj,y).ju 
tne  ^uuiu,  toe  tiien  vvno  arc  inakiiig  ail,  this  ery(ja^;j.f^st 
the  ,  General  Uot-efnmen',  sayitig  fhtii,  wtv.liavve.  i^en 
wronged  by  it.  aoid  that  vie  ut.ut  s.-i  ey«„tjj,;n'it,,ljei.^.- 
we  can  have  our  lights.  I  ve  ;,  li.uiu  ieat  l.  If  at  tj'i^l^'u 
actuated  by  the  principle  uj  ••ru.e  or  iiuiur^V  fttjd  tiiaf.ail 
this  uisturb'ince  has  been  couinie.icen,  .^ajtfUSjijj^^iii 
party  has  been  deprived  of  'he  spoils  ol'  ofiic^,.^ ejij^v 
snown  llrat  the  eiecuuu  of  Lnn-olu  —  e)n.-j./'tAhil..iS'1iosed 
Caaais  lor.  'usunJMn — ia  not  a  caUie  foi.jns^ii,^ ..s^ueyaipu 
or  revuiUtion,  and  li  it  Vele,  it  vsa^  ^u.a,  t  oi'  th.O,s/jMVl'- 
eign  |ieopie.  aim  nut  a  wrong  contui;;i,e^  hy..*he.^'oi.lh 
i'..;;imst  ihe  .suuin  i'iien  ailei  ail  ,f.Ue„4-fuyl  ,()n,  q^jnes 
baeo.,       Willie  ami   Wi.eu  an.t  iio^'     liu^.t lhf.;GfjVel;iijnfcUi. 

wruuged  the  fjouth '!      And    sn.i  no    ilU-p<i\\,$]!iifi<-l— 

Tlliie  ISUn  on.!     IneiiUdU,  liuln   ttiM.SOUJVL,,  jii-y,  iYii^i',l 
cause  ler  lev  .iloilon    ili'ls  tu   the    £.r*!UinK!  ..-lAtv.ii*  ii.-A 
■  n,-t.j._  .   ....    .,w-n..ai    ^i„  ........,.,„,  ,n(ti...  „,vvi;.,'i-J'-'-« 


the  South,  is  it  not  the  rule  between  individuals  that 
when  one  is  trespassed  upoir  be  shall  use  all  gentle 
and  reasonable  means,  to  be  rid  of  the  trespasser  or  re- 
dress his  wrongs  :  before  he  is  authorized  to  use  any 
force  %  Why  does  not  the  same  rule  apply  to  States  and 
Nations  ?  I  asssert  it  doe?,  and  by  this  rule  or  any  oth- 
er just  rules,  I  hold  that  the  South  even  if  she  has  been 
wronged  by  the  Federal  Government — which  I  deny — 
has  no  cause  to  revolutionize,  because,  we  have  never 
demanded  of  the  Government,  any  right  or  the  redress 
of  any  wrong.  The  gentleman  from  Rowan  admi's 
that  the  Constitution,  if  carried  out  in  good  faith,  is  a 
sufficient  guaranty  for  the  South,  and  every  one  must 
admit  this.  If  thisbe  true,  then  thecauses  which  have 
existed  so  long,  under  the  rule  of  Democratic  rulers — 
with  this  same  Constitution  to  carry  out,  are  brought 
forward  with  bad  grace  by  those  who  admit  that  this 
Constitution  is  a  sufficient  guaranty,  if  carried  out  in 
good  faiih,  and  who  have  voted  for  and  done  all  in  their 
power  to  put  into  office,  the  very  men,  who  they  now 
allege,  have  not  carried  out  this  Constitution  in  good 
Jaith — the  very  men  who  they  say  have  in  the  capacity 
of  the  Federal  Government;  wronged  the  South,  and 
thereby  giving  us  a  just  cause  for  revolution. 
"0  wad  some  power,  the  giftie  gie  us, 
To  see  oursel'  as  others  see  us,"  &c. 

If  these  causes  were  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  a  revo- 
lution, why  have  we  waited  so  long — waited  until  the 
statute  of  limitations,  wou'd  have  barred  an  action,  if 
I  he  difficulty  had  been  existing  between  mau  and  man  ? 
I  shrewdly,  suspeot,  sir,  that  these  causes  would  never 
have  been  mentioned,  had  the  same  party  continued  in 
office;  and  that  no  demand  has  been  made  by  those  hold- 
ing these  opinions,  upon  the  government,  because  they 
knew,  that  no  such  wrong  had  been  oomnvitted,  that  no 
right  had  been  withheld  or  encroached  upon;  and  if  so, 
that  the  government  would  make  all  honorable  remedy; 
and  then  the  grand  Air  Castle  of  a  great  Southern  Con- 
federacy, erected  by  ambitious  or  disappointed  politi- 
cians South,  would  pass  away  "like  the  baseless  fabric 
of  a  visior.." 

These  cannot  by  any  rule,  in  the  eyes  of  any  disin- 
terested person,  be  considered  causes  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify a  revolution,  and  if  not,  then  we  have  a  remedy 
under  the  Constitution,  aod  that  too,  without  seceding 
from,  or  dissolving,  the  Union.  It  has  guaranteed  to 
us,  all  the  rights  we  have  under  it,  and  has  provided  a 
manner  and  means  of  securing  them,  and  of  redressing 
all  our  wrongs,  and  as  soon  as  Mr.  Lincoln  or  any  oth- 
er President — of  whatever  party  or  section  he  may  be — 
shall  by  omisBion  or  commission,  refuse  to  enforce  and 
defend  the  rights  and  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  South; 
and  Congress  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  aid  us;  then  I  will 
stand  forth,  with  a  united  South,  in  a  common  cause, 
for  the  rights  of  the  South.  I  think  that  if  those  stick- 
lers for  Southern  rights,  had  been  more  true  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  South,  and  were  really  desirous  of  having 
the  Constitution  oarried  out  in  good  faith,  had  not  been 
such  anticipators  of  future  grievances,  that  the  investi- 
gation of  the  Covode  Committee,  furnished  an  ample 
cause  for  them  to  manifest  their  attachment  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  living  under  it.  But  we  hear 
nothing  of  those  facts,  in  their  long  category  of  causes 
justifying  a  revolution. 

We  are  told  by  some,  that  we  will  secede  peaceably, 
and  that  they  will  put  in  their  hats,  every  drop  otblood 
that  shall  be  spilled  by  secession.  If  this  be  true,  then 
we  certainly  will  not  secede  for  the  purpose  of  redress- 
ing past  wrongs  or  receiving  value  for  our  runaway 
slaves.  It  certainly  cannot  be  to  gratify  a  spirit  of  re- 
venge, for  no  high-minded,  chivalrous  peap-le-,  as  those 
of  the  South,  would  stoop  ao  low  as  to  be  actuated  by 
such  a  motive. 

Then  the  only  reason  for  Secession  must  be,  for  se- 
curity against  these  encroachments  and  wrongs  in  the 
future  Now  my  countrymen  before  you  take  this  leap 
>n  the  dark,  I  pruy  you,  consider  well  the  chances,  for  I 
tell  you,  it  is  a  long  and  important  leap,  and  when  once 
taken,  it  will  be  hard,  hard  indeed,  to  reach  your  origi- 
nal stand  point.  If  the  Union  be  dissolved — which 
may  God  avert — the  boundary  line  between  a  Northern 
and  Southern  Confederacy,  must  run  with  the  Ohio  and 
Potomac  Rivers — (hen  our  runaway  negroes  will  only 
have  to  cross  a  river,  to  get  into  a  foreign  and  hostile 
r  j  n  - 1 1 !  i  ■  ■  ■  I .      HUT  'rituuvn-«.,u.(no^imijv  for  restoring 


fugitive  slaves.  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  "lay  the  flat- 
tering unction  to  his  soul,"  that  a  Southern  Confedera- 
cy would  ever  be  abb  to  effect  such  a  treaty  with  a 
Northern  Confederacy — then  in  half  a  night,  any  num- 
ber of  slaves  may  go  over  and  the  same  process  may 
continue  forever— then  we  must  either  submit  or  always 
be  at  war  with  the  North — a  border  warfare  would  be 
continually  kept  up,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Tennes- 
see and  Kentucky  would — as  Yancey  declared — became 
"the  break  waters  of  the  cotton  States,  to  protect  the 
Southern  from  the  Northern  Confederacy,  would  lose 
all  the  negroes,  receive  all  the  Abolition  Emissaries, 
fight  all  the  battles,  pay  for  carrying  them  on  and  re- 
ceive no  profit,  in  other  words,  would  become  "hewers 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water"  for  a  people  whose  in- 
terests are  not  ours,  but  in  part.  Will  not  the  conser- 
vative, patriotic  people  of  North  Carolina  consider  these 
facts,  before  they  consent,  or  suffer  themselves  to 
be  driven,  to  take  such  "a  leap  in  the  dark?"  We 
are  told  that  the  interest  and  the  cause  of  South 
Carolina,  is  the  interest  and  cause  of  the  entire 
South.  In  this,  I  beg  leave  to  differ.  I  did  not 
come  here  for  the  purpose  of  casting  reproaches  up- 
on, or  of  criminating  the  course  of  South  Carolina — 
She  is  a  fellow  Sister  and  for  her  I  have  the  sam? 
sympathy  that  I  would  entertain  lor  a  sister  or  brother 
in  the  flesh,  who  had  by  a  rash  act,  fallen  into  disrepute 
and  danger.  I  could  not  injure  her,  if  I  would  ;  and 
would  not,  if  I  could — God  knows,  she  has  injured  her- 
self enough,  but  I  mention  her  name,  her  acts  and  con- 
dition, only  to  compare  them  with  what  our  fate  will 
be,  if  we  shall  follow  her  unfortunate  lead. 

Cut  a  few  months  since,  her  people  were  prosperous 
and  happy,  in  health  and  surrounded  with  all  the  com- 
forts and  luxuries  of  life,  their  treasury  full,  their  cred- 
it good  and  peace  and  plenty  smiling  before  them. — 
They  seceded  from  theUnion  of  their  fathers — they  "set 
up  for  themselves,"  and  now,  let  the  history  of  the  pres- 
ent tell  their  sad  tale. 

Their  troops,  composed  mostly  of  men,  unaccustom- 
ed to  the  hardships  and  exposures  of  camp-life,  have 
sickened  and  many  of  them  died— they  have  proved  by 
their  brief,  but  sad  experience,  that  more  treasure  is 
required  to  erect  and  maintain  an  independent  govern- 
ment than  to  carry  on  an  individual  State — their  mon- 
ey has  been  expended,  they  have  sent  Commissioners  to 
the  North,  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing,  those  Com- 
missioners have  returned  without  the  money;  thus  they 
see  their  credit  gone,  and  their  State  or  Nation,  slighted 
and  disgraced,  by  their  avowed  enemies,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  Hence  they  have  been  compelled  to  make  a 
revenue  for  the  maintenance  of  their  government,  hy 
resorting  to  a  forced  loan,  and  in  that  forced  loan,  is  a 
levy  of  sixteen  dollars  upon  every  negro.  Gentlemen 
try  to  dodge  this,  by  saying  that,  this  is  not  a  lax — they 
may  call  it  by  whatever  fair  name  they  choose  yet  it  has 
to  be  paid  by  the  slave  owner,  to  the  government,  upon 
every  slave  he  owns,  and  that  is  not,  nor  can  it  be  de- 
nied. Then  why  such  quibbling  about  it?  It  is  to  de- 
stroy the  force  of  such  an  argument.  The  gentleman 
from  Mecklenburg,  says  that  there  is  no  such  tax  plac- 
ed upon  negroes  there,  because  he  has  a  brother  living- 
there;  but  upon  being  asked  "if  a  levy  to  that  amount 
has  not  been  made,"  he  refuses  to  answer.  "Drowning 
men  will  catch  at  straws."  Not  only  has  their  public  cred- 
it gone,  but  since  their  secession,  one  of  their  citizens,  ( 
wrote  to  a  merchant  North,  to  send  him  three  hundred 
barrels  of  flour,  stating  that  he  would  send  the  money 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  Hour.  He  was  answered,  that 
when  the  money  was  received,  the  flour  would  be  for- 
warded, and  not  before.  Can  South  Carolina  stand  this  ? 
Where  is  the  man  in  his  senses  that  will  say  yes  ? — ■ 
These  are  no  hatched  up  tales  to  frighten  the  timid  and 
credulous,  but  they  are  all  published  in  the  public 
prints  and  have  not  been  denied. 

Then  il such  are  the  consequences  already,  of  seces- 
sion, to  South  Carolina,  what  would  be  the  consequences 
to  us  ?  Are  we  rieher  than  they,  are  our  men  stouter 
than  theirs,  can  we  expect  more  favors  at  the  hands  ot 
an  enemy,  than  they  ?:  Certainly  not.  If  we  secede,  vre 
doit,  with  a  debt  ot  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  upon 
our  shoulders,  in  addition  to  three  hundred  thousand- 
dollars  recently  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  arm- 
ing the  State,  which  isnot  half  enough,  itBre  need  any  i 
anus— beside  the  twenty  per  cent.  di?c»ira%  which  wej 


lose  by  paying  for  these  arms  in  State  bonds,  when  they 
are  selling  at  twenty  or  eighteen  per  cent,  discount,  and 
the  interest  on  said  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  un- 
til the  mencyispaid.  lfwc  levy  a  forced  loan  on  our  ne- 
groowners  we  must  remember  that  our  Consul  ution  reads 
••Capitation  tax  shall  be  equal  upon  all  persons  subject 
to  the  same"  that  when  such  taxis  laid.it  falls  upon  the 
head  of  every  while  man,  as  well  those  who  have  no 
slaves,  as  upon  those  who  have.  Do  you  think  the  non- 
slaveholders  will  bear  this  ?  Can  they  bear  it '.  Can  any 
one  in  our  State  bear  it.  even  if  they  are  disposed  to  uo 
go  '  Are  our  taxes  not  now,  as  high  as  most  ot  the  tax- 
payers can  endure  1  Have  they  not  been  increased  this 
session  of  the  Legislature  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars and  is  not  this  (in  addition  to  the  millions  alicady 
due'or  soon  to  be)  to  be  levied  and  paid,  even  it  we  re- 
main in  the  Union  and  have  no  war '! 

In  addition  to  the  above  reasons,  assigned  lor  a  cause 
why  we  stiould  not  follow  the  example  ot  South  Caroli- 
na, I  will    assign  another,    in    a  different  connection, 
which  also,  proves  that  her  cause  is  not  our  cause,  and 
her  interest  not  our  interest. 
■  Their  eauJe  is  not  ours,  because  when  Mr.  Memmin- 
eel  who  had  been  appointed  to  draft  a  Declaration  ot  In- 
dependence,  reported,  and  set  forth  in  his   declaration, 
a  clause  relative  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  Mr.  Gregg, 
a  member   of  the   Convention,  stated  "that  they  cared 
nothing   about    that  law,  that  they  had  never  lost  any 
shues  and  never  expected  to,    and    that  they    desired  j 
something    about   the    Taiiff."     The  same  gentleman  | 
also  stated  at  another  time,  that  they  had  now   accom-  , 
plished  that  which  they  had  been  endeavoring  to  do,  tor 
the  last  forty   years.     If  these   declarations  be   true 
and  they  have  not  been  denied,  then  their  cause  is  not 
ours,  nor  that  of  the  South,  and  we   are   forced  to  be-  i 
lieve  that  they  have  not  seceded  for  the   causes^  which 
they  have  open!,/  proclaimed,  but  on  account  ot    some 
matter  in  which  she  alone  is  interested— perhaps  ior  the 
gratification  of  malice  which  she  has  harbored  against 
the  General  Government,  since  the  days  of  nullification. 
It  is  very  certain  that  the  Personal  Liberty  Laws  had 
not  been  passed  in  any  Northern  State  forty  years  ago, 
nr.r   hn*    ihaf  lenath  of  time  elapsd,  since  the  election 
of  Lincoln.     Then-  interest  is  not  ours,  because,  theirs 
is  a  Cotton  State— ours  is   not,    and  we   do  not  make 
half  enough  to  supply    our    own   home  demand.      We 
have    been  told    by    the  gentleman  from  Cumberland 
[Mr.  Wright]  that  "totton  is  king!'  (and  it   certainly 
would  be  in  a  Southern  Conlederacy)  then  North   Car- 
olina, not  having  sufficient  of  this  staple    to  keep  pace 
with    the   other   States,  and  to  command  the  respect  ot 
King  Cotton,  we,  of  course,  would  become  the  subjects, 
if  not  the  abject  slaves  of  this  potent  king. 

Besides,  South  Carolina,  has  seen  with  regret,  the  de- 
crease in  the  population  of  Charleston,  and  that  its  pros- 
perity is  wavering— she  thinks  that  if  this  Union  is 
dissolved  and  a  Southern  Confederacy  formed,  then 
Charleston  will  be  the  great  Commercial  Emporium  ot 
the  South  and  her  fortune  will  be  made. 

Then  I  think  we  are  justified   in  saying,    that    the 
interest  of  South  Carolina  is  not  our  interest,  or  the  in- 
terest of  the  Border  States,  nor  her  cause   their  cause. 
Then  if  the   cause  and  interest  of  South  Carolina,  are 
not  the  cause  and  interest  of  our  Stale,  she  has  acted  in 
had  faith  toward  us  and  the  other  Southern  Stales,    in 
so    telling  us    arid  thereby  attempting  to  entice  us  into 
the    same  difficulties  and  dangers   that  she  now  expe- 
riences.    Like  the  fox>in  the  fable,   because   "she  has 
had  her  own  tail  cut  off,"  she  wishes    the  same  fate  to 
all.     Again,  if  the  cause  and  interest  of  South  Carolina 
are  ours,  why  does  the  Council   of  her  Nation  sit  with 
closed   doors  ?     Did    any  other  Nation  ever  do  the  like 
before?  and  being  novel  in  the  history  of  Nations,  it  is 
calculated  to  arouse  curiosity,  if  not  suspicion— arid  as 
she  has  not   made  known  the    cause    of  such   course, 
those  who  have  the  same  cause   and   interest,  must  be 
allowed  to  entertain  some  concern,  about  this  secret  ac- 
tion.    Therefore,  because  South  Carolina,    as  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  has  been  actuated  by  selfish  motives, 
and  acted  in  bad  faith  to  the  other  States  of  the  South— 
and   her   cause  is   not  the  common  cause  of  the  entire 
South;    and  because,  she  has    not  in  my  opinion,  any 
right  to  secede,  and  if  she  has  seceded  tot  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  causes  openly  avowed,  has  no  just  cause  for 
revolution,  and  her  action  umaunts  to  resolution:  1  am 


unwilling  to  -see  the  honest '-OU1  North  State"  follow 
her  lead.  As  she  has  piccipitated  hersell  into  her  pro- 
ent  troubles  and  difficulties  (scorning  us  as  she  ever  has) 
without  our  counsel  or  assistance. 

1  say  let  her  precipitate  herself  out  of  them    as   soon 
as  she  can.  and  I  bid  her  God's  speed.     If  South    Caio- 
lina  was  right,  I  would    he  for  her   although  no    other 
State  should    espouse  her  cause;  but  if  she  is  wrong,  I 
am  against  her.  although  eve  y  other  State  except   my 
own  were   for  her.     I  am  asked  by  the  gentleman  from 
Granville  [Mr.   Bullock]  "If North  Carolina  gocs^out 
of  the  Union  for  present  causes,  will  I   follow   her?     1 
answer  that  gentleman;  Yes.     Man  is  a  gregarious  ani- 
mal, and  this  originated  civil  Liberty,   for  the    enjoy- 
ment of  which  every  man  impliedly  yields  so  much  of  hie 
personal  liberty,  as  is  necessary  lor  the  good  of  society; 
and  in  pursuance  to  aud  compliance  with  this  great  fun- 
damental rule  governing  civil  Liberty  lshould  feel  bound 
to  go  with  the  majority  of  the  people  of  my  State,  al- 
though 1  should  believe  they  were  wrong      I  int«*id   to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent   my  fellow  citizens    fiom 
taking  a  false  step,  aud  lalling  into  duiculties,  hut  if   I 
fail— when  they  go,  I  will  go — their  cause  is  my  cause, 
their  interest  mine,  "where  they  go,  1  will  go,  where- 
they  die,  1  will  die,  and  there  will  1  be  buried  '  Is  that 
satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  ''.     He  manifests    such    a 
desire  to  know  my  opinions,  1  hope  he  intends  to  goVV* 
,  ern  his  course  by  them. 

I       But  suppose  that  the  cause  of  South  Carolina,  is  th» 
i  cause  of  all  the  South,  that  we  had  been  aggrieved  by 
J  private    individuals    and  States,  Hien  I  a*k  have  we  nut 
a  Constitutional  remedy  guarantied   tons?     Most  as- 
I  suredly,  we     have.     1  conceive  this    is    no  time  to  be 
actuated  by  motives  of  revenge  or  retaliation,  but  rath- 
j  er  a  time  when  every  true  man  should  act  calmly   and 
:  dispassionately — when  he  should  exercise  all  his  pow- 
ers of  conciliation,  o»  Christian  eh  irity    and  brotherly 
love.     When  this  is  done,  and  we  attempt  hi  this  mun- 
i  ner,  under  the  Constitution    to  settle  our  Jiiiieultics,  we 
;  can  do  it. 

Lastly,  let  us  view  this  question,  as   one  of  loss   and 
'  gain.     What  have  we  as  a  State,  to  gain,  by   dis»olvim« 
Tins  Union';      1  have  listened  patiently,  for  gentlemen., 
advocating  a  dissolution;  totell  me,  but  1  have   listen- 
ed in  vain.     There  is,  there  can  Oe,  nothing  to  gain. 
Will  we  recover   the   slave*   that  haTe  at   differemt 
j  times  been  enticed  away  from  us  by  Abolition  Emissa- 
ries, or  their  value  <   Suiely  not,  by  peaceable  secession, 
aud  a  revolution  would  cost  fifty  times  its    much  as  all 
he  slaves  that  have   run   away,   are  worth.     1  doubt 
not,  but  that  the   sum   appropriated    for   arming   this 
State,  wo  Id  pay  for  twice  as  many  as  have  been    thu* 
lost  to  the  Stale.     Will  we  gain  security  against  a'l  en- 
croachments upon  our  slave  property,  and!  all  abolition 
espionage,  for  the  future  ;     1  think  that   in  the   midsi 
of  a  revolution,  our  slaves  would  not  only    have  better- 
chances  to  leave  us,  but  I  fear   they   would  leave   our 
homes  in  ashes,  and  the  dead   bodies   ol  our  families, 
to  bleach  upon  their  native  soil ;  and  as  for  Emissaries, 
they  would  have  free  course,  and  risk  not  halfasmucl* 
as  now.     Kveu  with  a  peaceable  secession,  how  can  wo- 
be  advantaged  iu   these   particulars'!     Secession   doe* 
not  remove  us  any  further  from  the  Norlh?     We    them 
will  not  have  the    |  ower  of  the   stars   and  stripes,  to. 
maintain  our  rights  and  redress  our  wrongs,  iu  the  Un- 
ion ;  but  with  a  single  lone,  star,  we  shall  have  our  owu 
wrongs  to  redress,  our  own   battles   to   fight,  our  owi» 
ammunition  to  buy,  and  at  the  same  time  our  own  fam- 
ilies to  support  and  our  own    victuals  aud  clothing  tt> 
furnish.     And  with  all  this,  do  we  get  onr  liiat  wrong* 
!  redressed,   our  rights  for  he  future,  secured  ? 

Do  we  gain  any  security  against  such  raids  in  future, 

as  that  of  J  ohn  Brown  '•     Their  act  was  Treason,  in  the 

!  Union,  and  those  concerned,  were  punished  accordingly 

i  now  we  have  nothing  to  prevent  from  enforcing  our 

I  laws,  on  ail  who  shall  think  proper  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  Brown,  but  if  we  secede,  then  such  raids  wilv 
|  belike  the  inroads  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals  or  ..f  \h>. 
I  Highland  clans  of  Scotland,  aud  no  such  act  will  the^ 
!  be  puuUhed  as  Treason  there  will  be  no  Constitution 
|  pronouncing  it  such.  Then  they  will  come  in  number? 
:  their  name  will  be  Legion  and  they  will  continue  the" 
i  lawless  inroads  upon  us,,  unt.l  we  shall  be  slavclcs 
•  pcnnyless,  and  irremediably  ruined. 


Will  not  the  per-.unal  liberty  laws,  exi 


,1    ill  ll.e  Sl.ii  • 


."North,  after  our  Secession,  as  well  as  now,  and  will  we 
of  the  South,  have  any  more  power,  then,  or  half  as 
much,  to  execute  a  Fugitive  slave  law,  as  we  have  now, 
in  the  Union  ?     It  cannot  he. 

Do  we  gain  any  thing  by  seceding  on  account  of  the 


mining  to  the  very  wrongs  for  which  itis  said,  we  have 
cause  to  secede.  And  when  We  i cuientber  iliat  seces- 
sion cannot,  from  the  nature  of  i tie  ci.se  he  peaceable, 
but  must  amount  to  revolution  and  that  we  have  not. 
just  cause  forrevulutron,    haying,  the   Constitution    of 


Territorial  differences  ?     1  ask,  how  many    Territories  '   our  fathers,  under  which  we  have  so,  lq«g    iiuj  so  hap- 


are  there,  now,  out  of  the  Union?     What  is  their   Geo 
graphical    position ;  and   what  are   the   natural  laws  i 
which  inust  of  necessity  decide  the  staple   and   produc-  | 
tions  of  such  Territories,  and  tue  kind  of  labor     to    he-  I 
.  employed.  , 

Does  not  every  one    know    that,  whatever   might  he 
the  laws  of  the  Government,  under  tue  Constitution,  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  this  species  of   labor  could  uev-  | 
er  be  made  profitable  in  the  few  lerritories,  yet  oat    of  i 
the  Union  ?     They  are  all  too  far  Noith  for  the  negro  to  I 
thrive,    and    their    soil    is    riot    adapted    to     the    pro- 
duction of  any  staple  which  would  demand  or  render  it  j 
useful  and  profitable,  the  labour  oi   the  negro.     Then 
why  wake  such  a  noise  ahouta  mere  abstract   proposi-  | 
tion  if  we  secede  for  such  cause,  we  thereby  relinquish  [ 
our  right  in  all  these  Territories,  and   we   get  nothing, 
for  they  say  it  is  to  be  a  peaceable  secession.      On  the  j 
other  hand,  1  ask,  what  have  we  to  loose  1  if  we  secede  | 
peaceably,  then  we  give  up  forever,  all  our   interest  in 
the  public  Treasuiy,  the  public  lands,  the  public  Build- 
ings, the  Army  and  Navy,  Arsenals,  Dock  Yards,    and  ( 
all  things  appertaining  to  the  Government,  all  our  guar- 
anties for  protection,  for  the  maintenance  of  our  rights,  j 
and  the  redress  of  our  wrongs.     And  if    this  be  true, 
secession  is  submission,  and  the    secessionists  are  the 
real  submissionists,  whilst  they  apply  that  epithet  to  all 
those  who  will  not  follow  iu  their  wake  and  pander    to 
their  precipitate  ideas  and  measures. 

Besides  this,  even  if  we  secede  thus    peaceably  and    i 
thereby  submit  all  our  rights  to  our  enemies,    tneu    we 
have  to  follow  the  example  ol  South  Carolina,  we   will  j 
be  compelled  to  '-set  up  for  ourselves,"  toiucur  Lhe  ex- 
panses of  forming  a  new  Government,  and  all  things  lie-  , 
cessarily  accruing  thereupon.      All   this    will  be    extra 
from  our  regular  expenses,  and  from    the  debt  of  teu  or  I 
eleven  millions.  whiCAt  we  now  owe.     And  if  we  secede, 
that  act  will   necessarily   aifect   our   credit,  as  it   has  I 
that  of  South  Carolina,  then  our  State  bonds,  instead  of  i 
telling    at  twenty  per  cent  discount,  will  not  he  worth  a 
cent,  ourc  edit  will  be  gone,  our  money  expended,  our  j 
debt  unpaid,  our  responsibilities  increasing  every  day,  I 
and  we  must  inevitably,  very  soon  be  precipitated  into  ; 
the  gulf  of  destruction.     This  will    be   our    lale,  if  we 
pursue  the  peaceable  course,  and    soon  we    would   see  j 
our  ci.izens  leaving  our  Slat^  as  those  of  Soutii  Carou-  ; 
fin  are    leaving  there 

But  if  we  have  a  revolution,  then  in  addition  to  all  | 
the  above  enumerated  expenses  and  difficulties,  we  j 
inus  also  purchase  Arms,  ammunition,  establish  an  j 
Army  and  Navy,  feed,  clothe  and  pay  our  soldiers. — ■  j 
Have  we  themouey  to  do  tnis  ?  if  nothwe  we  eredilupon  : 
which  we  may  borrow  it?  if. not,  what  will  be  oui  con-  j 
ditiou.  Have  we  any  Arms  in  the  South  or  can  we  , 
n.ake  them,  or  ammunitiuii  ?  *\  e  are  dependent  upon  : 
the  Northern  people  for  them.  Does  any  man  believe 
that  the  Yankees  are  loois  enough  to  sell  us  Arms  and  , 
ammunition,  with  which  to  blow  out  their  brains?  J.  ' 
know  they  love  money,  and  that,  doubtless,  "the  pre-  ! 
vailing  passion,  would  be  strong  in  death,"  but  1  hard-  I 
ly  believe  that  we  t,ou  d  with  euuiidenoe,  expect  to  get  | 
the  things  needful. 

Again,  ifwehave  to  fight,  where  will  be  the  b  ittle- 
fi  ild?  it  must  be  iu  the  Bolder  States.  Does  any  one 
suppose  that  with  a  war  iu  our  midst,  we  the  border 
States,  can  cultivate  the  soil  and  make  the  necessaries 
of  life,  as  we  now  do  ?  Apart  from  these  Slates,  iheie 
is  no  portion  of  the  South,  where  wj  can  raise  graiu 
and  make  meat  sufficient  to  supply  our  Southern  de- 
mand. Then  we  must  send  to  our  Nor  hern  enemies 
ior  the  daily  ecessaris  of  life.  Suppose  they  refuse 
us,  as  t  eycertanly  will,  are  we  no.  at  the  mercy'  ol 
our  loes  ?  ' 

When  we  remember  all.  compare  the  loss  with  the 
gain,  consider  the  causes  which  u  is  alleged  are  sulii- 
cieut,  to  disturb  our  peace  and  iuvolve  us  i  an-  irie- 
Mediabie  ruin — that  We  have  no  Constitutional  right. cu 
recede,  and  if  so,  and  that  secession  could  be  peacea- 
ble, even  then  secession  will"  be  submission,  and  it  iu 
\  olvesine  incoJjoi  ,n.u;}  uf^iu,,^  iri  Li.,  i  ijlvi  ......  ^,*;j- 


pily  lived,  belore  our  eyes,  containing  every  guarant 
that  reasonable  men  should  require,  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  all  our  lights,  and  for  the  redress  ot  ail  our 
wrongs;  how  can  we  shut  our  eyes  upon  all  these 
lights,  bid  farewell  to  the  glorious  memories  of  the 
past,  to  the  Government  of  Liberty  and  Union,  to  the 
free  institutions  which  have  been  so  freely  bequeathed 
to  us.  to  all  that  We  hoid  near  and  dear- upon  Earth; 
and  rush  blindly  and  lnadly  into  tnis  gr  at  abyss  of 
ruin  and  annihilation.  Forbid  it  my  Countrymen  ! 
Forb.dit  If  a. en!  That  the  Southern  people  have  lean 
Wiougei,  no  one  denies,  and  we  should  have  Securities 
against  such  wrongs  in  future,  but  we  can  gel  this  in 
rhe  Union  -nder  the  Constitution.  Will  not  tn  propo- 
sitions offer.  Crittenden  give  u,  this  security?  No 
one  denies  it — and  vet  we  s.-ie  them  defeated  by  the  fail- 
ure of  six  Southern  Senators,  10  vote.  JJoes  this  look 
like  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  South,  to  be  satisfied 
with  their  rights  ?  It  shows  too  palpably,  to  be  mista- 
ken, that  the  leaders  of  this  seces.-i'ou  move,  are  deter- 
mined, as  many  oitiitm  had  declared — n  t  to  accept  of 

any  compromise" — bat  to  dissever  the  Union    or  die. 

Will  the  conservative  men  of  the  South  submit  to  this, 
anu  suffer  tiiefhseivtis  to  he  precipitated  on.  of  the  Un- 
ion ; 

The  vote  on  the  Crittenden  resolutions,  shows  that 
there  are  Conservative  man  iu  the  Norih— nuuioers  of 
them — who  are  willing  to  guaranty  our  rights.  Now, 
when  we  refuse,  how  can  the  Gentleman  irom  Rock- 
ingham [Air.  Sladejdeclaie  '-thai  tne  God  of  Liberty, 
ofNatious  of  Juciiee  and  of  mercy  i.soti  the  side  of  the 
South."  1  believe  sir,  tli.it  the  Conservative  men  North 
will-pass  these  resolutions,  in  suite  of  the  six  defaulting 
Southern  Senators,  and  when  passed,  1  desire  to  see 
th.-m  added  to  the  Constitution  as  a  pact  of  the  stiiiie. 
Hence  I  introduced  a  resolution  iu  th.s  House,  "to  le- 
quest  the  LegisialurCs  oi  the  several  States  iu  the  Lii- 
ion,  to  join  with  us,  in  a  request  to  Congress,  that  they 
call  a  Naiional  Convention,  lu  amend  the  constitution." 
That  resolution  sir,"  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Federal  Rebuious,  and  although  requested  respect- 
fully by  this  Huuse  m  tue  forni  oi  a  resolution,  iu  ex- 
amine and  report  on  the  same,  at  an  early  day,  yet  it 
still  slumbers  in  the  bosom  of  the  Committee. 

The  Gentleman  from  Rowan  [Mr.  Flenuniiig]  says 
he  has  no  faith  in  a  National  Convention,  and  Uierefore 
does  not  se  the  necessity  oi  consuming  our  time 
about  it."  But  he  gives  op  reason  for  his  want  of  laii.ii, 
and  lorgets  tk.it  others  do  h  vii  fuilb  in  it,  aud  Iliat  he 
is  as  liable  to  be  mistaken  about  it  as  they-.  The  Con- 
stitution declare^,  the  manner  in  which  Amendments 
thereto  maybe  made,  aud  by  this,  no  Amendment  can 
be  propo-ed  ex  ept  by  two  tnirus  oi  both  bouses  or 
trn  ttie  application  of  tu.'  Legisiatui\  s  ot  two  triiio*  of 
the  several  Si.ai.e-.,  to  rail  a  Convention  which  iu  either 
case,  must  be  ratified  by  the  legislature.-  ot  t  rte 
fourths  oi  the  several  States,  or  by  Conventions  in  th  <-« 
lourihs  thereot.  1  thiuL  therelore,  that  iu  viiw  of  the 
probability  oi  adjusting  our  diihculiies  no  one  who  is 
really  desirous  or  preserving  the  Union,  ou^hi  to  up- 
po-e  or  object  to  the  calling  of  a  National  Convention. 
"We  are  told  lhai  we  should  se.ted-  before Lincoln  gets 
possession  of  ttie  Army  ant'  Navy  that  it  will  be  much 
easier  to  take  possess. on  of  them,  now  than  then"  1 
would  like  to  know  how,  umess  the  liesideUi  has  been 
bribed  not  to  do  his  duty  :  are  uot  the  Army  and  Na- 
vy and  the  Forts  eoiupo  ed  ol'  the  .same  men  and  have 
they  not  lhe.sa.nie  slrengtu  ami  poiver,  uoiv  tti.it  they 
will  have  under  Lin  pin?  i  hen  li  tills  be  Uie  eausj 
ui-jied  tor  pi'ecipua, ion,  why  not   un.i. 

Were  such -lie  ittot,  I  pr-'suine  lha  the  bold  panple 
oi  the  Suuiit,  \\. into  inn  be.  tii- i»"Sou  Ib-ii  lp  snow  the 
white  feather,  iwitl  Tl.u-  :u;U  no  a  leiie.e  that  tney  a.e 
alVrti'!  of  I. •nebin,  i.ii,  i-u  i  lie  emii'i.t,  i  umlei  i.-ike 
tosay,  that  wn-'l-n  ft  it/,*/  uaia1  Kh i'^'aaiiaia.is  j.-resenli-d 
tii b  people  of  ihe.Nuiuli,  will  uut.ask  ,u  uo  i>    the;  ifre-t  - 
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i    ■•  ■      ■  '  '.•■■.  c'h  ."oi-.li,  with  one  accord, 

ih  a  r  f">iii •  i  -i-i  •_■  mse,  trn.1  tli  -y  v.!  I 

•■  ytritce  !'nr  tiie  r  altars  and  ih"ir   firos: 
Strike  for  the  green  graves  of  their  sires; 
Go  i.  and  their  native  find." 

V.e  find  i.cnileine  :  eiifferin*g  widely  as  to  the  cntrrsw 
to  lie  pursued  a:tei  they  secede.  One  is  tor  a  rccoiibtruc- 
li'on  of  Hie  Union,  another  i-»  opposed — one  says  that 
tiie  secession  wid  be  penca!  ie,  another  says  it  will  he 
n  revolution— ono  says  we.  will  give  up  all  we  ha  s  in 
public  property  of  the  Federal  Government — another 
says  we  will  have  the  last  cent  due  lis.  The  Seces^on 
leaders,  seem  to  have  BOt  looked  beyond  secession — 
they  iuvo  gone  to  the  jumping  off  place,  and  then  they 
launch  upon. an  unknown  sea.  Will  sone  one  tell  me 
who  is  right  ;  and  what  is  live  real  order  ol  the  day  and 
the  modus  operandi .'  Ifyou  are  attempting  to  dissolve 
(he  Union,  lor  the  purposa  of  a  tc  construction.  I  pray 
you,  hear  in  mind,  thai  it  iseasyto  destroy,  hut  hard 
10  create.  The  sturdy  oak  of  the  forest,  which  has  been 
an  hundred  years  in  reaching  its  present  dimensions, 
may  in  an  hour,  be  felled  to  the  earth  by  the  woodman's 
a.M'.  T::e  man  who  has  grown  grey  in  deeds  of  charity 
and  love,  and  thus  estabihhed  a  character  as-a  good 
man, may  bare  it  svrer.t  av.ay  in  a  day.  The  world 
had  been  endeavoring  for  centmiesto  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment like  this  and  prove  the  capacity  oi'man  for  self- 
Government — but  never  before  was  it  done. 

Shall  we  lite  psonle  of  the  Conservative  State  of 
Soi'lh  Carolina,  launch  forth  upon  (hisunknown  sea — in 
a  bad  cause,  wt.h  leaders  who  differ  in  policy,  with  the 
certainty  that  we  hove  ail  to  loose,  and  nothing  to 
ga  n  '.'  Let  the  y  eoplean-wer  and  act  for  themselves  — 
i  lie v  propito  fomii'ig  a.  Southern  Confederacy,  and  a 
Government  like  this.  Cm  trey  make  it  belter  or 
stronger  than  ilii--'.'  1:  they  do  not  feet  bound  by  the 
present  Coaaiitul ion  to  be  loyal  thereto,  and  contend 
for  the  right  of  a  Stile  to  secede  from  the  this  Union, 
mid  deny  ih:  right  of  Ih  s  Government  to  enforce  the 
In  ws  un.ier  the  Constitution  against  such  seceding 
Stare.  1  say  if  they  do  this  in  the  present  Government, 
»n}  ttndei  the  present  Constitution,  what  else  ran  we. 
expect  from,  (hem  in  a  Southern  Confederacy,  governed 
and  adiaicisbered  by  these  very  same  men,  with  the 
restless,  impulsive,  fiery  dispositions,  which  they 
drank  in  with  their  mother's  milk,  and  which  is  ine- 
radicably  fixed  in  them  for  alt  time. 

Can  we  expect,  that  i>o  differences  will  arise  in  this 
new  Confederacy  "<  Will  there  be  no  new  l'anies  in  it  1 
There  have  been  parlies  in  all  nations,  throughout  the 
lusrory  of  the  past  .'  Then  sir,  as  soon  as  one  Parly 
become  dominant,  and  remained  in  power,  as  long  as 
the  1) ■  r.mcratic  Party  have  in  this  Union — and  until 
theyb-jg-wi  to  feci  that  they  were  the  Lords  of  Creation, 
that  no  one  had  a  light  to  rule,  and  a  right  to  the 
spoils  rfoince  but  them  ;  and  another  Party  entertain- 
ing different  opinions  and  principles  upon  some  ab- 
stract or  practical  question,  shall  obtain  the  ascendan- 
cy and  vide  into  power,  on  those  who  had  feasted  so 
long  upon  fat  things — just  so  soon  would  you  find  these 
same  restless  spirits,  rising  in  their  wrath,  with  a  de- 
termination to  "rule  orruin,''  and  ihen  again  we  would 
hear  of  the  right  ol  secession  and  resolution.  Gcnile- 
inen  may  talk  about  a  Southern  Confederacy,  and  pic- 
ture to  themselves,  there,  a  Paradise  on  Earth;  but  in 
my  humble  opin'on,  if  this  Union  of  ourfathers  is  bro- 
ken up — if  the  ties,  cemented  by  the  common  blood 
ofa  com  .-on  ancesty,  which  have  so  long  bound  us 
together  :  be  once  broken,  I  much  fear,  that  we  may 
bid  farewell  to  all  free  Institutions,  the  Bird  of  Liberty 
will  spread  his  broad  pinions  to  the  breeze  and  bid  a 
long,  a  last  adieu  to  Earth,  and  'the  golden  Sun  ol  Lib- 
erty will  set  forever,  beneath  the  gloom  of  one  eternal 
night.?' 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  of  the  South  have  been  wronged 
by  the  General  Government,  let  us  as  men,  demand 
a  redress  cf our  wrongs — if  we  have  not,  then  let  us 
cease  to  cast  blame  upon  her.  If  we  have  been  wronged 
by  Northern  States  or  Northern  men,  let  us  seek  re- 
dress in, the  manner  that  the  Constitution  provides. — 
And  if  we  fail,  let  us  rise  up  as  or.e  man,  anel  have 
them,  in  the  Union,  under  the  Constitution,  and  with- 
out breaking  up  our  Government.  This  can  be  done, 
*;'  thcijjhe  irrepressible  crisis  will  be  over,  we  will 
tic  i     no  more  ol  uuilLication  laws,  of  Abolition  Einis- 


n  i. of  slavery  in  the  Territories, — of  Brown  TtaiJs 

Ac— but  all  will  be  peace  and  contentment — our  Gov- 
ernment will  he  established  upon  a  fiimer  loundation 
man  cvev,  and  the — 

'•Stars  and  stripes  will  triumphantly  wave 

O'er  the  laud  <>i  the  free,  the  home  of  the  brave." 

For  these  reasons.  I  am  opposed  to  any  act  on  the  part 
of  this  Stare  or  of  this  General  Assembly,  which  has 
the  least  tendency  to  secession,  or  lebellion,  or  revolu- 
tion for  existing  causes;  hence  I  am  opposed  to  any 
Bill  proposing  10  call  a  Convention  of  The  people  of  the 
State,  to  consult  about,  our  Federal  Relations,  and  takt 
steps  for  withdrawing  this  State  from  the  Unio">  Last 
summer  wdicn  canvassing  my  County  for  a  seat  in  this 
General  Assembly,  I  expressed  myself  in  favorof  a 
Convention  to  amend  the  State  Constitution  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  equalize  taxation,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  it 
yet.  But  in  this  crisis,  knowing  that  if  a  Convention 
be  called,  it  willexercise  a  power  to  consider  the  tloc- 
trine  of  secession,  and  being  of  the  opinion,  that  sueh 
Convention  would  act  upon  that  question  alone,  and 
leave  our  State  constitution  unamended  In  fine,  believ- 
ing as  1  do,  tnat  we  co.  lei  not  get  the  desired  amend- 
ments without  getting  secession,  at  the  same  time  I  anil 
ray  people  preder  to  do  without  both  rather  than,  have 
both.     We  are  not  Secessionists. 

Therefore  I  shall  givemy  vote  against  a  Convention, 
confidently  believing  that  an  honest  and  patriotic  con- 
stituency will  sustain  me  therein. 

It  is  said  that  those  who  oppose  the  call  ofa  Con- 
vention areafraiel  tolrust  t  e  people.  To  such  a  charge 
I  auswer,  that  I  for  one.  am  not  afraid  ol  them.  I  know 
them  well.  I  know  that  they  are  honest,  intelligent,  pa- 
trie-tic  and  just,  anel  could  they  have  the  power  to 
speak  truly  their  owu  seniiments,  I  am  satisfied  that 
tliey  would  speak  in  tones  of  thunder,  which  would  be 
heard  above  the  mad  ciy  of  the  disturbers  of  bur  peace, 
in  behali  of  the  Union,  the  Constitution  and  the  En- 
lorcement  of  the  Laws.  But  whilst  I  am  not  afraid  to 
trust  the  people,  1  must  hmeslly  confess  that!  am 
alraidto  trust  disunion  politicians.  I  Know  their  abili- 
ty, their  numbers,  their  influence  and  their  dogged  de- 
termination to  dissolve  this  Union  ;  and  I  fear  that  if  a 
Convention  be  called  there  will  be  a  majority  of  them 
in  that  Convention,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  I,  for  one,  am  afraid  to  trust  the  peace  anel 
interest,  of  niy  State  in  their  hands. 

It  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  by  Gentlemen,  on  the 
other  side  of  this  question,  that  the  opposers  of  this  bill, 
in  all  their  speeches,  eneleavored  to  aggravate  and  ex.- 
aggerate  the  difficulties  and  consequences  of  revolution 
and  to  palliate  the  wrongs  committed  by  the  North.  If 
1  have  net,  in  the  foregoing  remarks,  sufficiently  re- 
polled  this  charge,  I  will  say  now,  once,  for  all  that  the 
effects  of  a  revolution  or  of  secession,  which  I  have  por- 
trayed as  being  the  consequences  of  such  a  course,  nre 
in  my  opinion  correct  and  not  exaggerated.  My  con- 
clusions, I  think,  have  been  deduced  from  reasoning 
upon  correct  premises — upon  facts  which  have  not 
and  cannot  be  controverted.  "Truth  is  mighty  and 
will  prevail,"  and  if  it  hurts  any  one  or  any  party — it  is 
their  misfortuneand  not  my  fault.  Furthermore,  I  re- 
peat aeain,  that  I  do  not  deny,  justify  or  palliate  the 
wrongs  which  we  of  the  South  have  suffered  at  the  hands 
ofNorthern  men,  or  States.  I  condemn  them  all,  and 
say  that  they  have  been  sufficient  to  arouse  and  kindle 
the  spirit  of  every  Southern  man  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  punished;  and  we  ought  to  have  security  against  the 
commission  of  them  in  all  time  to  come.  But  I  do  say 
hat  t.h  cy  offered  no  just  cause  for  revolution,  because 
we  have  a  remedy  under  the  Constitution,  that  they  do 
not  justify  us  in  Jeaving  the  land  of  our  fathers,  and 
the  glorious  heritage  they  bequeathed  ;  for  we  can  set- 
tle them  in  the  Union.  They  ought  to  be  settled  now, 
and  settled  forever,  but  there  is  a  right  way  to  do  it. 

The  Gentleman  from  Lincoln  [Mr.  Hoke]  says  that  it 
will  be  no  Treason  for  us  to  fight  against  the  Black  Re- 
publicans, I  admit  the  assertion  of  the  Gentleman,  and 
as  a  Southern  man,  born  in  the  South,  educated  in  thq 
South,  in  my  attachment  to  the  South  and  her  In-^ 
stitutions,  and  to  see  her  have  her  rights  under  the 
Constitution,  yield  to  no  man — am  willing  to  go  as  fa  •, 
toil  as  much  as  any  other  man  to  allay  the  sectional 
feeling, which  has  been  originated  upon  the  slavery 
question,  and  strengthened  by  the  promotion  of  the  Re 
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fmblicrm  r»rt„v  -indif  the  time  should  evcrcome  when 
ihe  people  of  this  Union  shall  be  driven  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  fighting  for  the  South  or  lor  Republicans  I  shall 
^K!  ready  and  willing  to  shoulder  my  musket  and  lend 
my  feeble  aid  to  the  South  and  the  maintenance  ol 
Southern  rights  and  Southern  Institutions. 

But  the  Gentleman  endeavors  to  confound  the  ques- 
tion, to  create  the  impression  that  our  present  contest 
is  with  the  Republican  Party.  The  Constitution  ot  this 

Country — as  I  have  said  before  recognises  no  Party. 

Secessionists  seem  persist  in  the  idea,  that  this  is  a 
qumtion  bet  ween  the  North  and  South.  If  it  is,  then  I 
»skhow,  in  reason,  can  they  advocate  the  ri"ht  of  se- 
eetsion  or  revolution?  If  the  Constitution  has  been  vi- 
olated by  the  Republican  Party,  and  thereby,  Southern 
tights  hare  been  trampled  upon,  how  can  Gentlemen 
git  around  admitting  -that  for  this,  there  is  a  Constitu- 
tional remedy  ?  And  if  there  be  a  Constitutional  rem- 
edy, then  there  can  be  no  just  cause  for  secession  or 
revolution.  It  must  be  acknowledged  by  every  sensible 
man,  that  there  can  be  no  just  cause  for  revolution,  but 
the  failure  on  the  part  ol  the  Gen  ral  Government,  to 
administer  the  Constitution  impartially  and  according 
to  the  spirit  thereof.  And  although  a  Party  in  Ihe  Gov- 
ernment may  have  set  at  defiance  the  laws  of  the  same, 
yet  that  act  of  theirs  does  not  render  guilty,  the  Gov- 
ernment against  which  this  rebellion  has  ben  made, 
but  is  a  matter  between  itself  and  the  rebellious  Party, 
and  a  matter  which  should  be  treated  as  rebellion,  by 
the  Government.  The  rebellion  of  a  Party,  cannot  be 
considered  as  the  crime  of  Government,  and  gentlemen 
need  not  try  to  shift  the  guill  of  such  a  Party  upon  the 
Oovernment,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  their 
dangerous  purposes.  They  know,  sir,  thai  unless  they 
can  lay  guilt  at  the  door  of  the  Federal  Government, 
ihev  cannot  with  any  reason,  logic  or  sophistry,  justi- 
fy their  action  in  the  eyes  of  God  or  man. 

Whilst  I  am  willing  to  follow  North  Carolina— for 
the  reasons  heretofore  assigned — whether  she  be  right 
or  wrong;  yet  I  hope  never  to  see  her  go  out  of  this 
Union  to  follow  the  Cotton  States.  The  same  restless 
spirit  which  has  preccpi fated  South  Carolina  out  of  the 
Union  into  all  her  miseries,  would  in  a  short  time  cause 
her  to  distract  a  Southern  Confederacy.  They  are  descen- 
dants of  the  French — a  people  proverbial  the  worlc  over 
for  their  versatility,  instability  and  love  of  revolu- 
tion, and  if  the  present  Union  falls,  1  hope  never  to  be 
linked  to  her  again. 

Rutin  such  an  event  I  desire  to  see  New  Jersey,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland.  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky  and  Missouri,  stand  to  together  under  the 
Government  of  our  fathers,  under  the  same  Constitution 
and  laws,  and  we  will  be  the  lreest  the  happiest  people 
"on  this  side  of  Heaven." 

Then  my  word  for  it,  the  (ime  willnot  b«  far  distant, 
■when  revolution  North  and  South,  shall  have  work- 
ed out  their  ends,  the  remainder  of  the  thirty  three 
States,  or  sisters,  wholike  the  Prodigal  Son,  shall 
have  wandered  into  strange  lands,  and  spent  iheir 
substance  in  riotous  living,  and  have  been  fain  to 
(eed  upon  the  husks  of  swine — shall  come  to  them- 
selves, and  shall  remember  that  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  their  fathers,  there  is  peace  and  plenty,  and 
bread  enough  for  all  and  they  will  arise  and  go  to 
their  father's  Government,  and  ask  to  be  received  back 
again. 

That  will  be  a  proud  day  for  North  Carolina    and  | 
her  sister  Border  States.   Then    they     will  see     these  ' 
their  Sisters,  coming  in  the  distance,  and  go  to  meet 
them  whenafar  off— and  like  the  Patriarch  of  old,  will 
receive  them  back  again,  with  outstretched  arms  ex- 
claiming these  our  sisters,  have  been    lost,   but     now 
are  found  and  will  welcome     them     once     more  "To  ! 
their  own  green  land  forever — 
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Tau5  of  the  heautiful  and  brave,     • 
The  freeman's  home,  the  martyr's  grave" 
Then  in  view  of  all,     with  no  cause  to  justify  us  i 
a  revolution,  and  with  no  right  to  go     out  otherwise 
naving  never  been  aggrieved    by     the  Fede.al     Gov 
ernrnent  against  which,  all  the  wrongs  cited  as  justl 
nable  cause,  are  alleged;   andifso,  having  never  de-] 
manded  our  rights  or  a  redress  of  these  wrongs  ;  and; 
with  the     security  and   sale  guaranty,  that  we    will 
get  our  rights  and  have  our  wrongs  redressed  as  soon 
arid  as  often  as  demanded— with  nothing  to  gain  and 
all  to  lose  by  going  out  of  the  Union,  whether  we  go 
out  by  secession,    by    rebellion    or   by    revolution— 
whether  we  go  now  or  under  the     administration    of 
some  other   Presidentr-with    all  the    dread  of    forced 
loans  and  high  taxes  staring  us  in  the  face  on  eve- 
ry side,  with  all  the   horors  of    civil   war  before    us 
with  the  strong  hope    that    by    remaining    quiet,    by 
watching  and  waiting  awhile,   we   may    preserve   this 
glorious  Union,  or  if  not,  that  when  once  dissolved,  we 
may  be  the  means  of  reconstructing  it;  in  view  of  all 
this,  let  me  call  upon  one  and  all,  whatever  may  have 
been^heretofore    their  party  affiliations,   whatever  roav 
be  the  fears  they  may  entertain  abo -it  our    safety,  anil 
whatever  doubts  they  may  entertain  as  to  what  is   best 
to  be  done  in  this  trying  emergency  ;  I  call  upon   all, 
by  the  sacred  memories  of  the  Past,  by  the  common  tie 
which  has  so  long  bound  us  together,  in  the   name   of 
all  that  we  hold  near  and  dear  on  Earth,  in    the  name 
of  posterity  which  will  rise  up    to  call    us  blessed,   or 
to  curse    our  memories,  according  as   we  shall  act   in 
this  crisis  ;  in  the  name  of  that  Divinity  which  shaped 
the  ends  of  our  fathers  and  will  shape    ours;     let   us 
rally  around  the-  stars  and  stripes,  let.  us    as  a  bold    in- 
dependent people  rise   in    our    mnjesty,    demand   our 
rights,  m  the  Union,    under  the    Constitution,    in   the 
manner  therein  provided;  then,    in  my  opinion  we  will 
get  them,  and  a  sure  and    safer     guaranty  for  them 
throughout  all  coming  time.     But  let  us  never   submit, 
that  the  North  shall  drive  us  out  of  the  Union,  either 
by  force  or  by  po  icy,  and  thus  deprive  us  of  our    heri- 
tage and  thus  bring    dishonor   upon   our  names,   upon 
our  memories  when  we  are  gone,  and  upon  our  poster- 
ity whiclfis  to  live  after  us. 

We  did  not  precipitate  ourselves  into  this  Union,  hut 
we  waited  our  two  years  to  see  the  working  of  this 
new  Government.  When  we  became  satisfied  that  it 
was  the  Government  we  needed  and  desired,  then  we 
entered  into  it.  We  had  no  difficulty  in  being  receiv- 
ed, on  account  of  our  delay,  but  on  the  contrary,  by 
that  very  act.  established  a  character,  among  the  Sis- 
ter States  of  this  Union  for  caution,  prudence  and  de- 
liberation, which  has  adhered  to  us  to  this  day,  and 
which  has  been  truly  maintained  and  supported  by  all 
our  acts  from  that  day  to  this.  And,  now,  the  States 
ot  this  Union,  the  nations  of  Earth  are  looking  with 
the  deepest  anxiety  and  concern  to  the  action  of  Con- 
servative, cautious,  prudent  North  Carolina,  and  aro 
hanging  breathless  upon  our  movements. 

As  to  the  question  of  coercion,  we  would  simply  say, 
that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  coerce  a  seceding  State,  would  be  impolitic 
and  unwise,  and  tend  to  widen  the  breach  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  and  perhaps,  to  dissolve  the  Union. 
If  the  Union  is  dissolved,  and  a  Southern  Confedera- 
cy is  formed,  let  us  not  be  concerned,  let  us  not  be  pre- 
cipitated or  precipitate,  for  we  can  very  easily  be  ta- 
ken in,  admitted  with  full  privileges,  at  any  time  we 
shall  desire.  Let  us  follow  the  cautious  and  worthy 
example  of  our  fathers,  and  as  long  as  the  present 
Government  will  protect  and  defend  us,  let  us  stick 
to  it.  When  it  fails  so  to  do,  then  let  us  look  to  'find 
one  that  will,  and  if  wc  can  find  none,  then  let  us 
"set  up  for  ourselves"  and  may  God  give  us  a  true  de- 
liverance, a  fiee  Government,  and  a  peaceful,  quiet, 
happy  homo. 


